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Student Name____________________________________

Maurice Draggon
School____________________________________

Maurice Draggon
Please follow your teacher's instruction on use and return of packets. 
Por favor siga las instrucciones de su maestro sobre el uso y la devolución de los paquetes.
Tanpri swiv enstriksyon pwofesè  w sou jan pou w itilize ak retounen  pakè yo.
Por favor, siga as instruções do professor sobre o uso e o retorno dos pacotes
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Answer the question to review content 
from earlier this year.

Monday Day 1 

A.  air exchange   

B.  pumps blood 

C.  growth and repair    

D.  energy production

The heart is an organ of the human body that is mainly 
composed of muscle. What function does the heart perform? 

Bell Ringer:

Use your prior knowledge to answer the question for this scenario.Probe:

Suzanne: The polar bear will try to adapt by growing less fur. 
Milo: The polar bear will not try to adapt by growing less fur.

Polar bears live in the cold Arctic. They grow a coat 
of thick fur to stay warm. Two friends were at a zoo 
in Florida. The zoo had a polar bear exhibit. They 
wondered how the polar bear could live in Florida where 
it is very warm. This is what they said: 

Who do you agree with the most? Explain why you agree. 



Animal Environment Activity:
Directions: Examine the chart by inspecting each environment’s temperature, precipitation, plants, and animals. For each 
environment, select one animal listed and describe a few specific qualities the animal possesses which help it to thrive in 
that particular environment.  



Desert:

Tundra: 

Grassland: 

Rain Forest: 

Wetland: 

Ocean:



Reading Passage:

Tuesday Day 2 

Answer the question to review content 
from earlier this year.

A.  the skin 

B.  the heart 

C.   the skeleton  

D. the intestines

Plants have stems that function to provide support. This organ in plants is most similar to which of the 
following in humans? 

Bell Ringer:

Read the following information. 
Answer the related questions.

An  organism  is a specific living thing. Examples of organisms include: plants, animals, bacteria, and fungus. 
Scientists estimate there could be as many as 100,000 di!erent organisms on Earth.  An  ecosystem  includes all 
of the living organisms and nonliving things in a specific environment.  Within an ecosystem each organism has a 
specific place it calls home. This is called a  habitat . 

Animal structural adaptations  are adjustments to internal or external physical structures which help an animal 
live in their environment. When an environment changes, the organism that is best adapted to the change will 
be the one that survives. Without food, animals cannot survive. All animals have adapted to have structures that 
allow them to get food and take that food into their bodies. For example, sharks have a strong sense of smell that 
allows them to locate food, and they have teeth that allow them to attack their prey. Pelicans have enormous, 
pouched bills that they can expand to scoop fish up out of the ocean or other body of water. 

Most animals can move from place to place. This allows them to look for food and water and to avoid being eaten 
by other animals. All animals have special structural adaptations that help them move. For example, ducks have 
webbed feet that allow them to be able to swim in the water and catch insects and small fish there. Rabbits, frogs, 
and kangaroos have powerful hind legs, which they use for jumping. 

Adaptations also help animals to find shelter. For example, woodpeckers have sharp beaks that allow them to 
tunnel through trees and make hollows. They make their nests in these hollows. Squirrels and many other kinds of 
animals that cannot fly also live in trees. These animals often have claws that allow them to climb the trees easily. 

Adaptations also help plants and animals to protect themselves. One method of protection is  camouflage , which 
is when the animal’s appearance helps it to blend into its environment. Some birds, insects, lizards, frogs, and 
other animals have special skin or outer covering that camouflages them and makes them hard for predators 
to see. Some animals have adapted to their environment by copying well adapted organisms. An adaptation in 
which an animal is protected by its resemblance to an unpleasant animal is called  mimicry . 



Physical (Structural) Adaptation How it Helps the Organism Survive 

Questions:  Fill in the chart to answer how these physical adaptations help these organisms survive in their environments. 

Gira!es have long necks 

Emperor penguins have thick 
layers of blubber 

Exit Slip:

A. The beak helps the bird to fly.  

B.  The beak scares away predators.

C. The beak allows the bird to swim fast  

D. The beak allows the bird to eat the nectar out of flowers

How does a hummingbird’s beak help it to meet its basic needs? 

Look at the two moths to the right. Which moth would 
be best adapted to surviving in an environment full of 
dark-colored plants? 
Why?

Look at the two pictures to the right. The snake 
on the left is a coral snake. Coral snakes are 
venomous. They have the second-strongest venom 
of any snake. The snake on the right is a king snake. 
A king snake is non-venomous. How does mimicry 
help the king snake?

Coral snake king snake



Wednesday Day 3 

Answer the question to review 
previous content from earlier this year.

A. stomach 

B.  esophagus 

C. small intestine  

D. large intestine

Which organ absorbs most of the nutrients from our food? 

Bell Ringer:

Reading Passage: Read the following information. Then complete the 
accompanying activity.

Animals have adapted to have behaviors that help them survive in their environments. There are many di!erent 
environments on Earth, and many di!erent types of animals live in most of these environments. An  animal 
behavioral adaptation  is an adjustment in an animal’s behavior which helps an animal survive in their environment. 
These behaviors are used to protect them from predators, help them survive seasonal changes, or help them 
capture prey. 

Animals that live in very warm climates, such as deserts, have behaviors that help keep them from getting 
dangerously hot. Many desert animals are active only at night, when the temperatures have dropped. For 
example, a gecko, which lives in desert areas of the southwestern United States, stays in its burrow during very 
hot parts of the day. It comes out in search of food during the night, when it is much cooler. Many animals live in 
areas where the weather changes from season to season. All of the wild animals in areas with very cold winters 
have behaviors that help them to survive the cold. For example, flying birds such as the tundra swan move to 
warmer parts of the world to avoid the colder weather of winter. This is called migrating. 

Many animals are predators. That means that they hunt and eat other kinds of animals for food. But many 
predators are also prey, because they are eaten by other kinds of animals. All prey animals have behaviors that 
help protect them from predators. For example, when opossums, like the ones shown below, feel threatened by a 
predator, they roll over onto their backs and appear to be dead. Predators usually attack only live animals, so they 
leave the “dead” opossums alone. 

Just as prey animals have behaviors that help defend them against predators, predators have behaviors that help 
them hunt prey more successfully. For example, many kinds of wild cats stalk their prey. This means that they hide 
in trees, tall grass, or close to the ground and stay very still or move only very slowly. They watch for a prey animal 
to come near, and then they move very quickly from their hiding spot and attack the prey animal. 

Inherited behaviors  are not learned or experienced. They are instead passed down from parents to their 
o!spring. These behaviors can include survival skills. The most common is called an instinct. It is a certain way of 
acting an animal is born with and does not have to learn.  



Inquiry Activity - From Birth or Learned?
Directions: Complete each part of the inquiry activity. Preview the question about the natural world and then, make your 
prediction. For each of the behaviors listed, write whether you think it is present from birth or learned for humans. 
Answer the related questions after finishing the activity.

Make a prediction:   How can you tell the di!erence between a learned behavior and one that is present from birth?

Think About It:   What behaviors are present at birth? What behaviors are learned? 

Carry Out an Investigation:  For each of the behaviors, write from birth or learned in the box below behavior. 

Blinking 

Questions:  Fill in the chart to answer how these physical adaptations help these organisms survive in their environments. 

Writing your 
Name Hiccupping Playing

Soccer
Tying Your

Shoes
Falling
Asleep Reading

Exit Slip:

What is a learned behavior?

What is an instinct?

What is mimicry?

Questions:

For the behaviors listed as learned, why do you think that?

For the behaviors listed as from birth, why do you think that?



Thursday Day 4

Answer the question to review content 
from earlier this year.

A. The liver mixes blood and oxygen. 

B. The liver cleans toxins from the blood. 

C. The liver removes excess fluids from the body.  
 
D. The liver stores large quantities of blood and oxygen.

Which answer BEST describes the purpose of the 
liver in the human body? 

Bell Ringer:

Inquiry Activity - Survival - Structural Adaptations: 
Directions: You will model an animal that is on the hunt. You will use your observations to construct an argument about which 
animal color was harder to identify. For this activity, you will need three pieces of paper. The directions mention using yellow 
and brown, but substitute for any colors you have available. Two pieces need to be the same color, while the third piece of 
paper is a di!erent color. You will need a partner (sibling, parent, guardian) to help with this activity.  

Write a Prediction:   Does matching the color of the environment help an animal survive? 
Write a prediction in the  form of an “If….,then….” statement.

Materials:   Three Sheets of Paper (2 the same color, e.g. red, and 1 a di!erent color, e.g. white), timer, scissors (if not available, you 
can use hands to tear the paper) 

Me

Number of Yellow Squares" Collected Number of Brown Squares" Collected 

1. Cut 20 small squares out of one of the sheets of yellow paper. 
2. Cut 20 small squares out of a sheet of brown paper.
3. Spread out all 40 squares onto the second sheet of yellow paper.
4. Have a partner time you for 30 seconds. When your partner says, “go,” pick up as many squares as you can one at a time from the 

yellow paper.
5. Record your data in the table below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Switch roles with your partner, and repeat steps 3-5.

My Partner"



Questions:

Did you and your partner pick up more yellow squares or more brown squares?

Which squares were camouflaged? How did this help them “survive”?

Predict what would happen if you threw the yellow and brown squares onto a piece of brown paper.

Based on the results of your testing, what color rabbit would you want to be if you were in a full-grown cornfield? 
Explain your answer.

Based on the results of your testing, what color rabbit would you want to be if you were in the field without plants and 
only soil? Explain your answer.

Questions:  Fill in the chart to answer how these physical adaptations help these organisms survive in their environments. Exit Slip:
Observe the picture below. How do 
cheetahs benefit from camouflage?



Friday Day 5

Bell Ringer: Answer the question to review content 
from earlier this year.

A. They are stored in the liver.

B.  They are stored in the pancreas. 

C.   They are removed from the body through the liver.   

D. They are removed from the body through the large intestine.

What happens to the unusable food materials (waste) in the human body during digestion? 

Reading Passage: Read the following information. 
Answer the related questions.

All plants have special structures that help them survive in their environments. Why does a cactus look di!erent 
from a lemon tree? It is because every plant has physical features that help the plant live in the environment 
where it grows wild. For example, cacti live in the desert, so they have thick, fleshy bodies that are specially 
adapted for saving water. Lemon trees don’t usually live in deserts, so they don’t need to have special structures 
to save as much water. 

Smooth, waxy leaves or stems can help a plant keep water inside during very hot, dry weather. It can also help 
keep plants from freezing during cold winters or allow them to dry quickly in wet areas, where fungus could grow 
quickly and harm the plants. Leaves can be large on plants that live in very dim light. This is so that there is a lot 
of leaf surface to catch as much sunlight as possible. In places where there is a lot of sunlight, leaves tend to be 
much smaller. 

Long roots can help keep a tree or plant from being blown over by the wind. If the roots are close to the surface, 
they can also help the plant quickly take in water from strong rain. If the roots are deep, they can help a tree or 
plant reach water buried deep underground. 

No plant lives forever. So, reproducing is very important for the survival of the plant species. Some plants 
reproduce by making seeds. Making and spreading seeds does not help any one plant stay alive, but it helps 
make sure that other plants of the same kind can grow from the seeds and live. Seeds found in fruit are usually 
spread by animals when the animals eat the fruit and then deposit the seeds in another location, along with their 
waste 

Pollination is required for reproduction in many types of plants. In the pollination process, pollen must be 
transferred from male flowers, cones, or other reproductive structures to the female ones. Seeds then form from 
the fertilized female reproductive structures. Birds and insects often carry pollen from one plant to another. Many 
plants have flowers in di!erent colors and shapes that are designed to attract certain birds or insects so that 
pollen is transferred between flowers. 

Special structures such as thorns or spines protect a plant from animals that would eat it. Cacti need spines 
because animals looking for water in the desert would eat the cacti if they were not covered with sharp spines. 



Questions: Answer the following question(s) after reading the passage.

How does a plant having brightly colored petals help it survive in an environment?

How does the physical structure of a plant have large leaves help it survive?

Questions:  Fill in the chart to answer how these physical adaptations help these organisms survive in their environments. Exit Slip:

A. The large leaves help provide shade for plants in sunny areas. 

B.  The small leaves help the desert plants remain cool during hot summer days. 

C.   The small leaves make it easier for the plant to survive in windy desert climates.   

D. The small leaves help plants in dry places retain water and plants in wet areas repel water.

Plants in the desert tend to have small, hard leaves that are coated to prevent water loss. Plants in the rainforest 
tend to have large leaves with pointed tips that slope down to promote water runo!. How have these leaf 
adaptations helped these plants to survive in their environment?

A. caterpillars that would eat the plant 

B.  cold weather that would cause the plant to freeze  

C.   hot weather that would cause the leaves to dry up  

D. people who would pick the plant for its pretty flowers

Some plants have structures or features that protect them from harm. If a plant has bitter-tasting leaves, 
what would this most likely protect the plant against? 

A. It doesn’t help the cactus at all. 

B.  It makes the cactus look pretty.   

C.   It makes getting water easier and quicker for the cactus.  

D. It makes getting water harder and slower for the cactus.

Adaptations are important for the survival of both animals and plants. A plant such as the cactus has many 
adaptations that help it survive in its environment. A cactus’ roots are long, but close to the surface of the ground, 
and they cover a large area. What is the possible advantage that this root system o!ers the cactus?
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